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sudden contraction of the abdominal muscles. If not put to
work, the animal ought to be regularly exercised in hand, or
placed in a paddock provided with shelter from inclement
weather.
The cow, if employed in labour, may be worked moderately
until the sixth or seventh month. If kept for milk produc-
tion, the milking should also cease about this period. With
well-fed cows it is often prolonged until near parturition, but
even then it is prejudicial to the foetus, by diverting into the
mammary glands the materials which should be disposed of in
the uterus.
Exercise at pasture is beneficial to all animals; even the
pig and bitch are greatly benefited by movement. Pregnant
animals should be well fed, and especially if they have to
accomplish a certain amount of labour or yield milk. The
appetite is increased, and there is, as already noted, a
tendency to fatten. This tendency should be somewhat
guarded against, as it may prove troublesome, particularly if
it is allowed to proceed to an extreme degree, when it may
retard the development of the foetus, induce abortion, cause
difficult parturition, or give rise to serious after-consequences.
This precaution is more to be observed in the second than
in the first half of pregnancy, when the food should be
plentiful, but not in excess, and the flesh more abundant in
the animal than fat. Mouldy or otherwise damaged food
should be avoided as usual, as it is likely to prove indigestible
and cause tympanites.
Grazing on pasture is favourable to the pregnant condition
of herbivorous animals, especially if the land is not too
broken or sloping, and the herbage good. Shelter should be
provided against inclement weather. If the herbage be not
sufficiently plentiful, it should be supplemented by an
additional allowance of food. In places where rickets and
similar bone diseases are prevalent, phosphates of lime, bran,
oilcake, etc., should be given.
The water should be pure and plentiful at all times, as
then the animal will drink only moderate quantities. Very
cold water and frozen food such as roots should be re-
stricted, as they may cause injury, not only to the mother,
but also to the foetus.